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EAST AFRICA: 
 

*** CREATING DEMOCRACTIC STRUCTURES 
Between August – November 2007 country meetings for Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania were held respectively.  At the end of these national meetings, democratic elections were held and these brought on board Member Committees in the three countries.  The committees will enable ICW members to play a full and meaningful role in advocacy at all levels and ensure that ICW East Africa can play a significant role in global, regional and national research, analysis and advocacy on HIV positive women’s lives. These representatives attended the mid February 2008 meeting to deliberate and to strategically plan for the region. 
 

*** BUILDING ICW IN THE REGION
An East Africa regional strategic planning meeting was held in Kampala in February 2008 which brought together staff and members from Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda. The meeting was an opportunity to explore regional development in East Africa and establish a Regional Advisory Committee. Terms of reference were drawn up and the Committee is currently comprised of the chairs of the three currently existing country level Member Committees, in anticipation of the participation of representatives from other countries in the region in due course. Members at the planning meeting began to draft strategic goals to address these issues, focusing on capacity building, advocacy, meaningful involvement of women living with HIV and AIDS, creating partnerships and linkages, and regional development of the network, to be able to address identified regional priority issues of ACTS, SRHR, GIPA, economic empowerment, and stigma and discrimination, and the two cross-cutting themes of young women and violence against women.
 

*** TACKLING HIV AND TB 
ICW entered into a partnership with Treatment Action Group (TAG) to implement African activities of TAG’s TB/HIV project from May 2007 – 31 December 2008. The main objective of the project is to empower, train, and support African TB/HIV community advocates, community-based HIV activist organizations, and people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) networks to incorporate TB/HIV priorities into their advocacy work and to accomplish the goals related to scale-up of HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment towards universal access by 2010. Achievements include: 
1. Participation in the writing and review of a TB/HIV Advocacy Tool kit. 
2. TB/HIV Africa advocacy workshop in Uganda from the 25th – 28th Sept.2007. 
3. Francophone Advocacy Meeting, Ivory Coast from Jan 5th – 9th 2008. 
4. Participation in regional and international meetings to advocate for project aims.  
 

*** SMALL GRANTS FOR POSITIVE WOMEN IN AFRICA 
Women and Children’s Collaborative Fund for Treatment Literacy in Africa and ICW East Africa are coordinating the women and families project to review proposal to fund small grassroots organisations. Twenty-two grassroots organizations received funding in the first round and the second-round is currently taking place. 
 

*** ICW ORGANISES DEMONSTRATION TO DEMAND BETTER TREATMENT ACCESS IN UGANDA 
On 9 August 2007, ICW supported and held a demonstration in Kampala, at request of members, against the drugs shortage and expiry. It highlighted the widespread concern in Uganda that many people are not getting their ARVs and rumours that current supplies nationally have expired. Initial feedback was that the Ministry of Health took notice of the demonstration and there was a good media presence. 
 

*** PARLIAMENTARIANS WRAP UP WOMEN’S HEALTH PROJECT
The PWH project activities ended in December 2007. A final workshop bringing together project participants from all four countries was held in Nairobi in September 2007. Parliamentarians, CSO representatives and women living with HIV from Namibia, Botswana, Tanzania and Kenya as well as project staff and management from ICRW, ICW, CSA and RR:EGI attended the workshop. Workshop participants all took part in presentations or interactive sessions to examine, reflect on and take forward the experiences of this ground breaking project. The project brought MPs closer to the reality of women’s health issues on the ground and connected them with positive women’s networks and other civil society actors in the arena of HIV and AIDS, as well as their grassroots constituents through a series of workshops, networking efforts and community assessments, among other activities. These interactions have brought about greater understanding about the barriers, stigma, and violence affecting women’s ability to access health, and heightened the MPs ability to represent women’s health issues in policy- and programme-making environments. One MP from Botswana said “it’s that kind of direct exposure to reality that I will never forget”. 
 

SOUTHERN AFRICA:
 

*** MOBILISING POSITIVE WOMEN IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 
ICW’s regional co-cordinator, Gcebile Ndlovu, organized workshops in Angola, Mozambique and Zambia. The aim was to bring HIV positive women together to discuss the issues they faced in their lives and to develop strategies to address them. Representatives from each country also attended the Southern Africa regional planning meeting held last August. 
 

*** BUILDING ICW IN THE REGION
ICW’s Southern Africa regional coordinator Gcebile Ndlovu and International Steering Committee member Lynde Francis hosted a three-day regional meeting in Johannesburg in August 2007 to explore issues affecting women living with HIV in the region, to explore models of organising and operationalising ICW Southern Africa at the national and regional level, and to develop a regional advocacy agenda and strategic plan. The meeting brought together ICW representatives from nine countries in the region marks a significant milestone in the move towards regional autonomy in Southern Africa, which the regional office has been working towards since its establishment and development, in line with ICW’s current International Strategic Plan. The meeting elected a new young woman ISC member from Southern Africa (Gledcia from Mozambique); established an interim regional steering committee; and drafted a strategic plan for the region.
 

*** ICW DEVELOPS STRATEGY FOR SOUTH AFRICA
 Last December five members of ICW staff and 15 ICW members who were either individually affiliated to ICW or were representing a South African organisation working in the field of HIV attended a planning meeting to review our work to-date in South Africa and develop an advocacy strategy for ICW SA 2008 -2010.  With funding from Comic Relief the aims of the three-day meeting were to: 1) examine the global context of women living with HIV and AIDS and how it relates to our experience and issues in South Africa, 2) analyse the experiences, challenges and advocacy of ICW SA to date, 3) to expand on a strategy for litigation to ensure that forced sterilisation of HIV positive women in South Africa stops and that those HIV positive women who have been forcibly sterilised receive justice, 4) prioritise issues and develop a plan to take the issues forward. In fact we came up with 3 issues to address 1) stopping forced sterilisation, 2) ensuring regular pap smears for HIV positive women in order to prevent cervical cancer, and 3) ethical involvement of HIV positive women in research. Alternative technologies for conception were also prioritised and it was felt that this could be linked to the litigation project in terms of providing HIV positive women access to such technologies if their right to have children had been violated. 
 

*** YOUNG POSITIVE WOMEN IN NAMIBIA SPEAK OUT
The Young Women’s Dialogue brought together 30 young HIV positive women from the 13 regions of Namibia, in Windhoek, 21-25th of January 2008. Organised by ICW, the only international network of HIV positive women, the workshop aimed to develop young HIV positive women’s awareness of their rights and their skills to realise those same rights through advocacy. The women were provided a space to exchange their personal experiences as young, HIV positive women living in Namibia today. On the final day of the workshop, once the women had improved their advocacy skills, they were given a unique opportunity to speak directly to policymakers and ask them what they and the government were doing to address their rights. The young women called for the following:
- Research by and for HIV positive young women on our experiences of accessing rights and health, what service are available for us and what policies exist that address our concerns; 
- More information on the specific health issues and rights of young HIV positive women and raise awareness of our rights across Namibia; 
- Increase and improve services and policies for HIV positive young women; 
- Increase our involvement in decision-making processes. This will involve building our skills and our solidarity as young HIV positive women; 
- Ensure that enough resources are allocated to realise our goals.
Contact ICW for the full report. 
 

GLOBAL: 
 

*** LANDMARK GLOBAL CONSULTATION ON SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS OF HIV POSITIVE WOMEN AND MEN
The first global consultation led by people living with HIV to address their sexual and reproductive health (SRH) and rights took place in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 5-7 December 2007. The international group of 65 HIV-positive women, men, young people, and transgender people articulated a vision statement (www.gnpplus.net/component/option,com_docman/task,cat_view/gid,245/Itemid,53) to guide advocacy, policy, legal, programmatic and funding priorities that respect SRH and rights, and that underscores the need for health systems to do the same.  Opening the consultation, Dr. Peter Piot, Executive Director, UNAIDS, stated  “The discussion of sexual and reproductive health rights is often not a priority for development work yet serious violations of the sexual and reproductive health rights of people living with HIV mean that it is a subject that deserves serious input and discussion.” The landmark consultation, organized by the Global Network of People Living with HIV (GNP+), the International Community of Women Living with HIV (ICW) and Young Positives with support from EngenderHealth, IPPF, UNAIDS, UNFPA and WHO, will be followed by LIVING 2008: The Positive Leadership Summit for people living with HIV, on 31 July and 1 August in Mexico City - http://www.living2008.org. Continued collaboration between the networks and supportive organizations will lead to a comprehensive advocacy, policy and programmatic guidance package for international, regional, and national stakeholders. You can download the Amsterdam Statement - www.gnpplus.net/component/option,com_docman/task,cat_view/gid,245/Itemid,53.  
 

*** HIV POSITIVE WOMEN INFLUENCE HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON PMTCT
On November 26-27, 2007 Governments, UN agencies, technical advisors, and civil society came together for a meeting in Johannesburg to support the scale-up of the prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS.  ICW is a member of the Interagency Task Team that organized the meeting.  The outcome of the meeting was a Consensus Statement agreed upon by governments and ICW worked to help positive women participate and organize in order to influence its contents.  For example, ICW and UNAIDS organized a positive women’s pre meeting where positive women discussed issues that are faced in their countries regarding the prevention of mother to child transmission and they developed points to advocate around during the meeting. Positive women attended technical pre-meetings, presentations, and made interventions after presentations.  ICW member, Florence Ngobeni-Allen, spoke at the Official Opening and Welcome and her statements were mentioned by several presenters throughout the conference.  Several of the positive women who attended the pre-meeting were part of official government delegations and were able to influence them to include the concerns of positive women. The Consensus Statement also reflected several of the points that positive women raised.  For example it takes specific note of challenges to scaling up quality, comprehensive programmes at all levels including stigma and discrimination, insufficient follow-up care, insufficient integration of PMTCT programs within broader health programs, and the impact of gender inequality and gender-based violence.
 

*** PATRICIA PEREZ OF ICW LATINA NOMINATED FOR THE 2008 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
ICW is proud to communicate that Patricia Perez of ICW Latina, has been nominated for the 2008 Nobel Peace Prize. For more information about ICW Latina's recently launched peace campaign, focusing on the links between conflict, HIV and the abuse of HIV positive women's rights, see www.icwlatina.org.
 

RESOURCES: 
 

*** ICW NEWS 40 HIGHLIGHTS KENYA
The February 2008 Issue
Special focus: ICW members and other HIV positive Kenyans present their views on the current violence and unrest in Kenya and explain what the negative effects of the disruption are.  Two Kenyan women, one young, and the other from a nomadic group in the North, tell us about their lives.  In the rest of the issue there are informative articles on criminalisation of HIV transmission and why we oppose these laws, and on positive women’s sexual and reproductive rights.  As well, ICW bids a fond farewell to Fiona Hale, looks at a recent meeting in East Africa, and hears the personal stories of women from PNG and Namibia.

This and other issues are online in English, French and Spanish - http://www.icw.org/publications.

 

*** ICW NEWS 39: CELEBRATE ICW’S 15 YEARS OF ACTIVISM, ADVOCACY, SUPPORT AND FRIENDSHIP
The December 2007/January 2008 Issue
Special Focus: Reflections on positive women’s participation in international conferences, including Toronto AIDS2006, the Nairobi 2007 Women’s Summit, and looking forward to Mexico AIDS2008. This and other issues are online in English, French and Spanish - http://www.icw.org/publications. 

  
*** ASSESSMENT OF HIV POSITIVE WOMEN’S EXPERIENCES IN UGANDA 
The report, ‘Access to Care, Treatment and Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights and Needs of HIV Positive Women in Masindi and Busia Districts, Uganda’ was commissioned by Interact Worldwide in collaboration with the International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS Eastern Africa Region (ICW EA) and funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. The main objective of the pilot assessment was to establish the current levels of knowledge, service access and the policy environment in Uganda with regard to access to care and treatment, sexual and reproductive health rights (SRHR) as well as violence against women for HIV positive women in order to get a basis for advocacy for the rights of HIV positive women. Full report available at - http://www.icw.org/node/345. 
 

*** HEAR AND VIEW THREE ICW MEMBERS TALKING ABOUT THEIR LIVES
For the first time on the ICW website we are pleased to feature video interviews with three extraordinary ICW members. In separate video clips they discuss living with HIV and the amazing work they have pioneered to promote the rights of HIV positive women and men in their regions. Each video clip can be viewed at http://www.icw.org/threeinterviews. 
 

*** OUTSTANDING PROJECT IN NAMIBIA FEATURED IN OPEN DEMOCRACY MAGAZINE
http://www.opendemocracy.net/article/5050/16_days/hiv_aids_namibia
"Thinking positive" by Luisa Orza and Jennifer Gatsi Mallet It is only by listening to those most affected, that we can bring about real change. Ahead of World Aids Day, Luisa Orza and Jennifer Gatsi Mallet report on a groundbreaking project bringing together parliamentarians and HIV positive women in Namibia.
 

*** ICW BRIEFING PAPER ON ABORTION CARE FOR HIV POSITIVE WOMEN
ICW, with the help of Ipas, an international organisation that works around the world to increase women's ability to exercise their sexual and reproductive rights, and to reduce abortion-related deaths and injuries, has developed a two-page briefing paper on abortion care and issues for HIV positive women. To view see - www.icw.org/files/ICW%20abortion%20briefing%20paper%20final.doc. 
 

*** All ICW publication online at - http://www.icw.org/node/6 ***
*** ICW resources for advocates and allies organized by theme at - www.icw.org/node/201 
*** Information about our current activities - http://www.icw.org/node/7 ***
*** Calendar of events http://www.icw.org/event ***
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